Language Phonetic System and Method Thereof 

Background of the Present Invention 
Field of Invention 

The present invention relates to a learning tool, and more particularly to the 
utilization of phonetic symbols to guide leamers to the correct English pronunciation. 

Description of Related Arts 

As English is one of the most widely used languages in the world, many people 
would like to acquire good command of it. However, different people leam by different 
methods, in which learning English through English phonetic symbols is one of the 
common methods. Currently, the most popular English phonetics are the Kenyon-Knott 
Phonetics, the Jones Phonetics and the Webster Phonetics. Despite the three types of 
phonetics have been in use for decades, each of them has a certain degree of flaws. 

First, both Kenyon-Rnott and Jones Phonetics take the International Phonetic 
Alphabet (IP A) as their phonetic symbols. Although the IPA has the advantage of being 
able to be used as phonetic symbols for other languages, however, for leamers who only 
wish to leam English, IPA becomes an extra burden because the IPA has a lot of 
unfamiliar and easily mistaken symbols, and many symbols that can be foimd in the 
English alphabet but are pronounced differently. 

As for the Webster Phonetics, because the original design of Webster Phonetic 
Symbols is very complicated, the Webster Phonetic Symbols is therefore not popular. 
Nowadays, the Webster Phonetic Symbols as appearing on dictionaries is in a simplified 
form, as a result, cannot compare with those in the original design. 

Furthermore, as teaching materials, when analyzed, the above three phonetics . 
share the following flaws: 



1 



1. The names of the phonetic symbols are not complete, causing 
inconvenience to both teaching and learning. 

2. There is a lack of systematic analysis of the phonetics, such that most 
learners do not have a completely concept on the phonetics they are learning. 

5 3. The usage of phonetic , symbols is suitable for marking the pronunciation 

of English vocabularies in dictionaries, but not suitable for directly marking the 
pronunciation on an actual word in books. This is the upper linwt of the function of 
phonetics. 

Observing the aboye mentioned existing phonetics cannot provide sufficient 
10 help to learners, the inventor invented this new English phonetics, which not only 
improved the flaws of the above mentioned phonetics, but also provided a new 
classification of the full and half sounds of English vowels, so as to allow learners to 
correctly learn the characteristics of English vowels to achieve proper English 
pronunciation 

15 Summary of the Present Invention 

A main object of the present invention is to provide a phonetics for English 
learners to better and more correctly leam the pronunciation of English. The invention 
has the characteristics as listed below: 

1. Vowels are classified into full sounds and half sounds to replace the 
20 traditional long sounds and short sounds. Phonetic symbols of full sounds are represented 

by letters in the English alphabet and half sounds by simple symbols. The above 
mentioned design emphasized the differences between full sounds and half sounds, so as 
to avoid giving the wrong impression to English learners by the classification of long and 
short sounds that the only difference between long soimds and short sounds is the length 
25 of pronunciation. 

2. The phonetic symbols are suitable for the traditional method of marking 
English vocabularies pronunciation in dictionaries. It can also be suitable for directly 
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marking the pronunciation on an actual word, such that the phonetics can be promoted to 
vocabularies in English teaching materials, minimizing errors in English pronunciation 
caused by the pronimciation guessing from the words. 

3. There are a systematic analysis of the phonetics and a complete naming of 
5 phonetic symbols, enhancing learning effectiveness. 

Accordingly, in order to accomplish the above objects, the present invention 
provides a type of English phonetic symbols, having vowel phonetic symbols and 
consonant phonetic symbols, wherein said English phonetic symbols comprising: 

a pluraUty of vowel phonetic symbols comprises a plurality of full sound 
10 symbols, representing a plurality of pronunciation of complete syllables respectively and 
are predetermined to be capable of representing vowel sounds of syllables, and a plurality 
of half sound symbols, representing a plurality of half vowel soimds respectively and are 
predetermined to be insufficient to represent vowel sounds of syllables, wherein said half 
sound symbols is capable of representing the pronunciations of complete syllables when 
15 combined with a following consonant phonetic symbol; 

a vowel phonetic symbol list having the characteristic of easy to learn and easy 
to memorize, wherein said vowel phonetic symbol list is formed by systematically 
arranging said plurality of vowel phonetic symbols; and 

a consonant phonetic symbol list formed by arranging a plurality of units 
20 comprising consonant phonetic symbols combined with a half sound symbol, wherein 
said consonant phonetic symbol list is suitable for reciting. 

These and other objectives, features, and advantages, of the present invention 
will become apparent from the following detailed description, the accompanying 
drawings, and the appended claims. 

25 
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Detailed Description of the Preferred Embodiment 

Vowel phonetic symbols are separated into full sound symbols and half sound 
symbols. Full sound symbols are represented by letters in the English alphabet and can 
represent the pronunciations of complete syllables. The full sound symbols has a total of 
5 eight symbols: "a", "e", "i", "o'\ "u", "oi", "oo" and "ou", wherein the pronunciations of 
"a", "e", "i", "o" and "u" are equivalent to their pronunciations in the English alphabet, 
"oi" represents the "oi" sound in the word "oil"; "oo" represents the "oo" in the word 
"too"; "ou" represents the "ou" in the word "out". As they represent the pronunciations of 
complete syllables, the above eight symbols are named full sound symbols. 

10 Pronunciations represented by the full sound symbols are equivalent to those 

represented by traditional phonetic symbols of long vowel sounds. Alone, the full sound 
symbols can represent the pronunciations of complete syllables. They can also be 
combined with other consonants to represent the pronunciations of different complete 
syllables. 

15 Half sound symbols are represented by simple symbols, representing the 

pronunciations of incomplete syllables. The half sound symbols has a total of eight 
symbols: "a", "^", "u", and "-«". Pronunciations represented by the 

half sound symbols are equivalent to those represented by traditional phonetic symbols of 
short vowel sounds. The half sound symbols, however, have different usage. Half sound 

20 symbols are defmed to represent the vowel sounds of incomplete syllables, and as a 
result, cannot be used alone to represent pronunciations of complete syllables, nor can 
they be used alone with a consonant symbol prior to it to represent the pronunciations of 
complete syllables. The usage of short vowel sounds of traditional phonetic symbols did 
not define the same rule. As a result, short vowel sounds of traditional phonetic symbols 

25 has very often been used alone to represent the vowel sounds of unstressed syllables. 

The usage of half sound symbols is to be combined with its foUov^ng consonant 
symbol. The combination is considered to have the functions of full sound symbols to 
represent the pronunciations of complete syllables, or further combines with other 
consonant symbols to represent the pronunciations of other complete syllables, for 
30 example, the half sound symbol "a" combines with a following consonant symbol "t" to 
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represent the sound of "at" [4], or further combine with a prior consonant symbol "s" to 
represent the sound of "sat" [sAt]. 

The full sound symbols are represented by letters in the English alphabet, has a 
total number of eight symbols: "a", "e", "i", "o'\ "u", "oi'\ "oo" and "ou". The half 
5 sound symbols are represented by simple symbols, has a total number of eight symbols: 
A 5 V 5 v. , • • 5 « , II 5 • ana ~ . 



Below is a list of the phonetic symbols, application example and name: 





Full Sound Symbol 


Application Example 


Vowel Sound Represented bv Svmbol 


Name of Svmbol 




a 


cake (kak) 


full sound of "a" 


"a fiill sound" symbol 


10 


e 


he (he) 


full sound of "e" 


"e full sound" symbol 




i 


like (lik) 


full sound of"i" 


"i full sound" symbol 




0 


go (go) 


full sound of "o" 


"o full sound" symbol 




u 


fuse (fijs) 


full sound of"u" 


"u full sound" symbol 




oi 


toil (toil) 


full sound of "oi" 


"oi full sound" symbol 


15 


00 


food (food) 


full sound of "00" 


"oo full sound" symbol 




ou 


out (out) 


full sound of"ou" 


"ou full sound" symbol 




Half Sound Svmbol 


Application Example 


Vowel Sound Represented bv Svmbol 


Name of Svmbol 




A 


map (mAp) 


half sound of "a" 


"a half sound" symbol 


20 




set (s\t) 


half sound of "e" 


"e half sound" symbol 






sit (sx-t) 


half sound of"i" 


"i half sound" symbol 






dot(d..t) 


half sound of"o" 


"o half sound" symbol 






push (p « sh) 


half sound of"u" 


"u half sound" symbol 
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log (lug) 


half sound plus of "o" 


"o half sound plus" symbol 


25 




actor (act . r) 


neutral half sound 


"neutral half sound" symbol 






done (d~n) 


half sound minus of "o" 


"o half sound minus" symbol 



For learning convenience, the above phonetic symbols and names are designed 
to have relatively systematic, having the basic "a", "e", "i", "o" and "u" full sound 
30 symbols and their corresponding half sound symbols "a " V, "v.", " • • " and "«". Also 
"o half sound plus", "o half sound", "o half sound minus" soimd is a series of sound, 
where the name plus and minus symbolizes the relationship between them. The 
appearance of the phonetic symbols "n" ("o half soimd plus"), ." ("o half sound") and 
("o half soimd minus") can also reflect their nature as a series of the three above 
35 mentioned phonetic symbols. 
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Apart from the above sixteen phonetics symbols, this phonetics also has a full 
sound instruction symbol, the name of which is "swing". This "swing" symbol has no 
predetermined pronunciation. It is used for constraining the pronunciation of phonetic 
symbols or the combination of letters in vocabularies. The following is a description of 
5 its function: 

1 . it can be marked on full sound symbols, so as to specify the pronunciation 
characteristics of full sound symbols. The appearance of "swing" symbol, "^", symbolizes 
a complete "swing" movement of a swing when pronouncing, which is the reason why 
this phonetic lists the symbol "swing" as a full sound instruction symbol. As an example, 

10 "meet" can be marked as [met] or [met], but [met] has a clear instruction to learners that 
the pronunciation of the "ee" of the vocabulary should completely extend as a "swing" 
movement. The "swing" symbol "''" has a very positive effect to English learning 
beginners. As a result, it is suitable to add the "swing" symbol "^" to full sound symbols 
"a", "e", "i", "o", "u", "oi", "oo" and "ou" in teaching materials for beginners, so that the 

15 full sound symbols appear in the form of " a ", " e ", " i ", " o ", " u ", " oi ", " oo " and 
"ou". 

2. it can constrain half sound symbols, so as to extend the sound of half 
sound symbols. The half sound symbol being constrained will then have the 
characteristics of a full sound symbol, which is extending the sound it is representing to 

20 be the pronunciations of complete syllables. In actual application, the following three 
pronunciations of complete syllables are represented by half soimd symbols constrained 
by the full soimd instruction symbol, including " ii ", " ", and " - ". Actual examples 
are: "law" [1 n], "the" [th V] and pa [p r. ]. 

3. it can constrain the combination of letters in vocabularies, such that the 
25 combination of letters represents a predetermined full sound. It is suitable for marking the 

sounds on an actual word itself, such as "meat", "heel", "key" and "ceiling". It means 
that all "ea", "ee", "ey" and "ei" marked by the full sound instruction symbol "''" 
represent the same "e full soimd". 

Below is a description of instructions on unstressed syllables of English 
30 vocabularies: Vowel sounds of unstressed syllables in English vocabularies are much 
lighter, therefore they naturally soxmds shorter. As a result, this phonetics utilizes full 
sound symbols to represent the vowel soimd of unstressed syllables. Users can achieve 
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correct pronunciation as long as they meet the pronunciation requirements of unstressed 
syllables, for example, the "o" sound "auto" [ii to], "y" sound of "city" [sv.t e] and "e" 
sound of "return" [re t.m]. Their sounds of the unstressed syllables are all represented by 

full sound symbols. 

5 The figure below provides a systematic listing of vowel sound phonetic symbols 

suitable for English learning begiimers. As a result, the full sound symbols are 
incorporated with the full sound instruction symbol "^". The background of this vowel 
sound phonetic symbol figure is two concentric circles. On the outer periphery of the 
outer circle are five full sound symbols " a ", " e ", " i ", " o " and " u ", and five half 

10 sound syllables " a"^ "a."^ " v."^ and "«". In between the two concentric circles are 

the three full sound symbols "oi", "oo" and "ou". Inside the inner circle are the three 
half sound symbols "„", "." and "-". It can be easily seen that there are sixteen phonetic 
symbols all together, for easier understanding and memorizing. The figure is as follows: 




15 The pronxmciation of consonant letters in English vocabularies can mostly be 

obtained from the letters themselves. As a result, many phonetics utilize consonant letters 
as their main consonant phonetic symbol. This phonetics, however, has its own specialty 
of forming a memorizing table of consonant symbols by combining a consonant symbol 
with the neutral half sound. The function of the memorizing table is to make learners to 
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get used to the pronunciation method of English consonants after familiarizing or 
memorizing, so as to easier achieve proper pronunciation of English. 
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The consonant phonetic symbols of this phonetics are as listed below. The name 
and application of the symbols are in brackets. 



b ("b consonant", be) 

d C*d consonant", day) 

g C*g consonanf *, go) 

j n consonant", joy) 



p C*P consonanf *, put) 

t C*t consonant", tea) 

k ("k consonant", key) 

ch ("ch consonant", chip) 



Si nh sub-consonant", thin) th C*th consonant", the) 
y ("y consonant", yes) w ("w consonant", we) 



m f *m consonant", may) 

n C'n consonant", no) 

h ("h consonant", he) 

sh C'sh consonant", she) 

s ("s consonant", soy) 

r ("r consonant", ray) 



f consonant", fit) 

I ("I consonant", let) 

zh ("zh consonant", azure) 

z C*z consonant", zoo) 

V C*v consonant", vote) 



Below is a list memorizing table of consonant phonetic symbols of this 
phonetics: 



b. 

d. 

g- 

j- 
t^. 

y- 



p- 
t. 

k. 
ch. 
th. 
w. 



m. 

n. 

h. 

sh. 

s. 

r. 



f. 
1. 

zh* 
z. 

V. 



Full sound symbols of vowel phonetic symbols of this phonetics are represented 
by letters in the English alphabet; half sound symbols by simple symbols. The 
characteristic of this design is that the symbols of this phonetics are suitable for directly 
marking on the actual vocabularies themselves. Below is the description of the 
25 description: 

1. No phonetic symbol markings will be provided when the letters in the 
vocabulary have the same pronunciation as the same letters have in the phonetics, for 
example, there will be no markings for both the "g" and "o" in the word "go". 



2. When a letter in a word is marked with a phonetic symbol, the letter being 
marked will have the same pronunciation as that represented by the phonetic symbol, for 
example, the "e'' sound in "get " is "e half sound". 

3 . The length of a line below the first letter in a syllable indicates the level of 
5 stressing of an accented syllable. 

4. When a combination of vowel letters in a word is marked by the full sound 
instruction symbol the vowel letters are constrained to a predetermined 
pronunciation, including the following symbols, can be considered to be the 
predetermined full sound: 



10 ea ee ei ey the same as "e full sound" 

^ ay the same as "a full sound" 

oa the same as "o full sound" 



eu 



eu ew the same as "u full sound" 



oy the same as "oi full sound" 

1 5 ow the same as "ou full sound" 

5 . Pronunciations of letters in English vocabularies has certain regulations, as 
a result, not every letters require the marking of phonetic symbols. The most common 
example is "e" in "coke" is silent. Another is that the "tion" in words such as "location" 

20 usually has the same pronunciation. As a result, when applied to teaching materials, the 
markings of symbols can be simplified according to the level of the learners, such that 
direct markmgs on actual words can be promoted to English vocabulary teaching 
materials of different levels. 

6. An example of direct markings on actual words: 
25 That mail belongs tcTme. 



This phonetics can be applied on printed material, virtual media or other 
medium, so as to pass this EngUsh phonetics to learners. 
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One skilled in the art will understand that the embodiment of the present 
invention as shown in the drawings and described above is exemplary only and is not 
intended to be limiting. 

It will thus be seen that the objects of the present invention have been fiilly and 
5 effectively accomplished. It embodiments have been shown and described for the 
purposes of illustrating the functional and structural principles of the present invention 
and is subject to change without departure from such principles. Therefore, this invention 
includes all modifications encompassed within the spirit and scope of the following 
claims. 
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